
Parish Council of Bournmoor

Meeting of Bournmoor Parish Council, in the Communal Hall,

Lambourne Close, Wednesday 15th January 2020 at 7.00pm

1. Present - Cllr Tait (Chair), Cllr Armstrong, Cllr Holland, Cllr Nelsey, G Oliver (Clerk, 
minuting), 
In Attendance Cllr Bell (DCC) 

2. Apologies for absence – Cllr Robinson, Cllr Brady

3. Chairmans Introduction – Cllr Tait welcomed Gillian Oliver, the new Parish Clerk to 
the meeting

4. Minutes of Previous Meeting – November minutes were approved and signed off by 
Cllr Armstrong per pro the Council.

5. Police report – Cllr Holland advised he had attended Ron Hoggs funeral, following his 
sad passing, with the cathedral full. 

Cllr Holland had spoken to Insp. Dave Coxon, around the lack of police reports 
available, and Insp. Dave Coxon agreed to come to Parish meeting once a year. 
Janelle Taylor is now back at work and Cllr Holland is arranging to meet her. The 
police do not send reports out now, but details of crime within our area can be 
found through this link:-

https://www.police.uk/durham/CLS6/crime/

Cllr Holland reported in January he was informed of criminal damage in Lambourne 
Close, Anti-Social Behaviour in Orchid Square and a van theft from Primrose Cresent. 

Cllr Tait thanked Cllr Holland for all his efforts.

6. Matters Arising – Ken Clark remains owed money for the Xmas trees of around £55, 
the council were just awaiting receipt/invoice to arrange payment.
Cllr Tait had received a letter from CSC Grays stating that the newly constructed 
temporary entrance west of Castlefields had always been intended. There were 
comments that it looked permanent. 

Information is still sought about the roundabout for A183 by Houghton Gate. Cllr 
Armstrong had spoken to site manager for the new development, who was unable to 



answer questions on the groundworks, and referred him to ESH, Cllr Armstrong will 
see if they can attend a future meeting. 
Cllr Holland advised that the cricket club wall had now been fixed. There is still a wall 
requiring work by the Poplar Trees, liaison is needed through the forestry 
commission but is likely to take place over a bank holiday to reduce the 
inconvenience.
The council discussed the feedback on the Xmas Trees and the lights. The council 
agreed that a more thorough conversation around Xmas Trees for Bournmoor, 
should be tabled around June 20 to agree the way forward for this year. 

7. Standards matters – it was suggested that Cllr Brady and Gillian Oliver, share the 
admin for the Facebook and website, and look at ways, to improve communications. 

8. Financial matters – The precept for Bournmoor Parish for 20/21 was discussed. It 
was agreed that a Precept of £12,500 be requested in addition to the LCTRS grant 
(£1358) meaning a Band D charge per household of £20.86 for the year. 

The council discussed ways to enhance the area. Cllr Holland advised that previous  
requests had included play equipment for the area, although recognised that brings 
its own Health and Safety concerns. A football area was also suggested along from 
the Scout Hall.  A site visit in the Spring was proposed. 

Cllr Armstrong has been trying to pursue bank statements from the Co-op bank as 
they have stopped being issued. The coop have promised to send the last years 
statements to Cllr Tait.  Cllr Armstrong advised how he found the coop bank complex 
to deal with and were providing poor customer service. G Oliver advised how it 
would be easier to have access to a local branch you can walk into and suggested 
switching. G Oliver will contact a few banks, and discuss the switching options and 
feed back at next meeting. Cllr Tait asked when financial year ends (5 April) and G 
Oliver advised accounts are normally needed to be signed off and exemption 
certificate sent off by an agreed date in July.   
Following the appointment of the Clerk, Cllr Armstrong, Cllr Robinson and Gillian 
Oliver to work through salary, terms and conditions as a sub committee. 

9. Correspondence – none 

10. Village Matters – Cllr Tait mentioned that the former community centre still had a 
signpost pointing to its previous location. Cllr Bell will check with DCC as it should 
have been moved 
Next Meeting:  19th February 2020
The meeting closed at 20:38


