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Website: www.bournmoorparishcouncil.com 

OFFICIAL 

 

MINUTES FROM THE MEETING HELD ON 27TH NOVEMBER 2023 

. 
Present: Cllr Armstrong, Cllt Tait, Cllr Morrell, Cllr Willoughby, Cllr Batt, Cllr Robinson, G 
Oliver 
 

1. Apologies for absence :  
No apologies from BPC councillors were recorded.  
 

2. Declarations of interest:  
No declarations of interest were received.   

 
3. Chair’s announcements 

Cllr Armstrong welcomed everyone to the meeting, and reminded councillors 
this would be the last meeting of the year.  
 

4. Public participation:  
No public were in attendance.  

 
5. Approve & sign the minutes of the last meeting (Mon 23rd October 2023) 

Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd October, were proposed as accurate by 
Cllr Morrell, seconded by Cllr Batt and agreed by all present.  

 
6. Any business remaining from previous meetings 

Cllr Robinson brought to attention that he would appreciate an update on the 
following areas that was discussed at the September meeting:- 
 

• Path by Lambton Care Home and tunnel  
• Speeding along Lambton Lane 
• Demolition Plans by Karbon  

 
Action: G Oliver will check for updates with Alan Bell before the January 
meeting. 
 
The council discussed it would be useful to have a discussion with the Toddler 
Group around the plans for this year, especially as they continue to fund the 
room hire for the meetings to take place.  
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Action: G Oliver to ask Claire Proud to come along and talk to BPC around the 
Toddler Group and plans for 2024. 
 

7. County Councillors Report:  
The county councillors were unable to attend the November meeting but had 
provided updates on the following:-  
 

• White road marking lines have been recovered in village 
• Karbon has cut back the large oak tree on Rose Crescent 
• Meeting has taken place with Sunderland council regarding tunnel on 

Lambton Lane 
• There has been a little ASB from some youths aged 9-12 years, police 

undertaking extra patrols 
• Request has gone in to have the bus shelters cleaned 

 
The council discussed and would welcome more detailed updates on each 
area for future reports where DCC are unable to be present to discuss in 
meeting.  
 

 
8. ‘Secure & Safe’ 

a. Police Report – Cllr Willoughby had been in touch with Insp Morris and had 
put in a request for monthly updates. Cllr Willoughby was advised that they 
don’t routinely attend council meetings now, but should make contact with 
PCSO Dean Ragan. Cllr Willoughby will make contact with Dean prior to 
the January meeting.   

b. Bridge – Cllr Armstong advised that a meeting had taken place in relation to 
the Bridge, both with local people and DCC and their bridge structural 
contact. There is an apparent lack of knowledge in who owns the bridge. 
However Cllr Armstrong  had discussed with Cllr , chair of Little Lumley 
Parish Council with Tom advising that all the work on the Bridge was done 
by DCC councillor B Walker, at the time who also arranged funds through 
DCC and put in the BMX Track at the same time and neither Parish were 
involved in the early 2000s. Therefore there can only be a clear 
assumption that DCC own the Bridge from its implementation through 
them, although DCC have advised they can find no paperwork. Cllr 
Harland had advised that he would be happy to speak to DCC on his 
knowledge from that time, but saw DCC as responsible.  BPC are aware 
that in 2017, they did help contribute to handrail repairs only.  

 

 

Action: G Oliver to see if there is anything on passed over BPC paperwork 
in relation to the Bridge from the early 2000s – before considering a letter 
to the Head of Service at DCC around BPC concerns on the Bridge 
following various meetings and reports.   
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9. ‘Involved & Connected’ 
a. Village signage – G Oliver updated on the position of undertaken the 

implementation of the Careful Driver signage and approximate costs.  
Cllr Willoughby proposed proceeded with the Village signage, seconded by 
Cllr Morrell.  
 
Action: G Oliver to advise DCC Highways to proceed.  
 

b. Xmas Trees/Electric Point – Cllr Batt advised the electrical point was now 
in place and G Oliver advised on the delivery plans for the Xmas Trees. 
The light switch on is arranged for Friday 1st December and all are invited. 
Cllr Morrell will print carol sheets and selection boxes will be available for 
children.  
 

c. Bournmoor Community Hub – Cllr Willoughby provided the council with an 
update, but that there was some reluctance from the Church on the idea. 
Cllr Willoughby will discuss further with the church and return in January 
with the latest position.  

 
d. Website renewal – G Oliver advised that the 3 year website domain host 

with Wix renewal notice had been received, and was a cost of £302.40 to 
continue for the next few years. Cllr Morrell proposed this the website 
renewal was paid, seconded by Cllr Batt and agreed by all. Discussion 
also took place around social media and that similar to last year, it would 
be good to do a post before Xmas on areas the council has progressed 
with this year eg the new Scarecrow Trail.  

 
Action: G Oliver to write and post on social media platforms/website an 
update from BPC on 2023 activities.  
 

10. Financial Matters:  
a. The following payments were approved:-  

Clerk Nov & Dec wages £301.20 
Wix £302.40 
Burnmoor PCC £40 
Burnmoor PCC – Day Room Hire £320 and Toddler Room Hire £440 
Xmas Light switch on (selection boxes, lights, decorations etc) - £470 
Printing carol sheets - £16.25 
Leamside Nursery - £390  
 

 
11. Planning Applications: None to discuss 
 
12. Correspondence: None to discuss 
 
13. Items for future meetings / agenda items 
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14. Private Session in line with local Government (no public allowed) - Items to be 
discussed following the Exclusion of Public and Press under the Public Bodies 
(admission to meetings) Act1960 Sec 1 – part 2  

 
a) The council agreed to implement the Policy which will be added to the 

website  
b) Precept Setting 24/25  – The Parish Council agreed and signed off the 

Precept request for 24/25. G Oliver will submit the formal request to DCC, 
deadline in January 19th.  

 
15. Next Meeting  

To confirm the date, time & venue for the next meeting – Mon 22nd January 24 
@ 7pm in the Church Hall  

 
 

 
 
 


