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OFFICIAL 

 

MINUTES OF BOURNMOOR PARISH COUNCIL  

MONDAY 22ND JANUARY 2024 

Present: Cllr Armstrong, Cllr Robinson, Cllr Willoughby, Cllr Morrell, Cllr Tait 
 
Public Attendees: 2  
 

1. Apologies for absence :  
Apologies were received and recorded from Cllr Batt.  
 
DCC also advised they were unable to make the meeting. 
 
Action: G Oliver to contact Cllr Bell, to see if there is a better day/week in the 

month for the council meetings to maximise attendance from DCC.  
 

2. Declarations of interest:  
No declarations of interest were advised.  

 
3. Chair’s announcements 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting including the members of the 
public.  
 

4. Public participation:  
The public advised they were just interested to see how the council meetings 
were run, but had no specific items they wanted to discuss.  
 

 
5. Approve & sign the minutes of the last meeting : The minutes from the 
meeting on Mon 27th November 2023 were proposed as accurate from Cllr 
Willougby, seconded by Cllr Robinson and agreed by all present.  
 
 
6. Any business remaining from previous meetings 

G Oliver advised that Claire Proud from Toddler Group would be attending the 
February meeting. 
 
Cllr Robinson asked whether there had been any update from DCC on the 
path along Lambton care home. The path is unusable in places, and as an 
example a man using a mobility scooter has to use road to get through due to 

mailto:bournmoorparishcouncil@gmail.com
http://www.bournmoorparishcouncil.com/


Page 2 of 3 
 

OFFICIAL 

the state of the paths. We are putting residents at risk as additionally cars also 
speed through the tunnel. DCC were asked to provide an update from the 
November meeting, but nothing has been heard.  
 
Action: G Oliver to contact DCC for updates, and use a template that can be 
used for future updates to be fed back to BPC.  
 
 
 

7. County Councillors Report:  
No updates were received.  
 

 
8. ‘Secure & Safe’ 

a. Police Report – Cllr Willoughby advised he had been in touch with Insp 
Morris, and had been given the PCSO Dean Regans name for future 
contact. Cllr Willoughby will make contact with Dean before the next 
meeting.   

b. Bridge – Cllr Armstrong updated BPC on his findings in relation to the 
Bridge, after a conversation with Cllr Harland, Chair of Little Lumley Parish 
Council.  Cllr Harland advised Cllr Armstrong that the Bridge was put in by 
DCC, arranged by the late Cllr Walker, at a similar time to the BMX track, 
and was not done through either Parish. Cllr Armstrong advised that 
options for the bridge were to remove altogether, repair or replace, but 
should be organised through DCC. It was discussed and agreed that a 
letter from Bournmoor and Little Lumley Parish Chairs to DCC would be a 
good way forward and express concern over the safety of the bridge they 
installed.  

Action : Cllr Armsrong to discuss with Cllr Harland and arrange for a joint letter 
to go to DCC. 

 

9. ‘Involved & Connected’ 
a. Village signage – Gillian Oliver has advised Highways to proceed with the 

signage, but has no timescale when this may be achieved.  
b. Bournmoor Community Hub – Cllr Willoughby has been in discussions 

around the Hub, which has been positive. The name for the Community 
Hub will be discussed at the next Church Committee Meeting, they are 
looking for quotes for refurbishment including blinds, signs etc. Cllr 
Willoughby will feed back developments at the next BPC meeting in 
February. The council asked Cllr Willoughby to outline benefits to 
community, if funding requests were to be made.   

c. Bournmoor Conservation Group – Cllr Armstrong updated on a mail 
received from Ken Clark, from the Bournmoor Conservation Group 
advising that the group had now been dissolved and funds remaining had 
been passed onto Wear Rivers Trust. Bournmoor Parish Council wish to 
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place on record their thanks to Bournmoor Conservation Group for all their 
work over the years.   

d. Review of Xmas Light switch on community event – The councillors 
discussed the Xmas Light switch on which had been overall, a great night 
for the community with around 80 adults and 60 children in attendance. Cllr 
Armstrong advised some correspondence had been received around 
concerns over parking that evening, and a lack of parking stewards 
evident, even though the Church Hall car park was closed off for safety 
reasons. The correspondence had been replied to, and BPC agreed to 
start to review arrangements in Sept 24 for a similar event next December.  
 

10. Financial Matters:  
a. The following payments were approved:-  

 
Clerk £301.20 
Council Expenses (Jan-March) £227.91 
Burnmoor PCC Room Hire - £40 
Enlighten Electrics - £356.14 
 

11. Planning Applications: None to discuss 
 
12. Correspondence:  

All correspondence had been covered earlier in the meeting  
 

13. Items for future meetings / agenda items 
BPC requested conversations around a Scarecrow Trail for 2024, be placed 

on the next agenda.  
 

14. Private Session in line with local Government (no public allowed) - Items to be 
discussed following the Exclusion of Public and Press under the Public Bodies 
(admission to meetings) Act1960 Sec 1 – part 2  

 
G Oliver provided an update on the Policy/Election position.   

 
 

15. Next Meeting  
To confirm the date, time & venue for the next meeting – Mon 26th February 24 
@ 7pm in the Church Hall  

 
 

 
 
 


