
 
 
 

Page 1 of 3 
 

Email: bournmoorparishcouncil@gmail.com 

Website: www.bournmoorparishcouncil.com 

OFFICIAL 

 

MINUTES OF BOURNMOOR PARISH COUNCIL 

Monday 13th January 2025  
 

Present: Cllr Morrell, Cllr Armstrong, Cllr Tait, Cllr Willoughby, Cllr Robinson, Cllr Wilkinson 

1. Apologies for absence :  
Apologies were received from Cllr Batt.  
 

2. Declarations of interest:  
No declarations of interest were received.   

 
3. Chair’s announcements 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. . 
 

4. Public participation:  
No public were present.   
 

5. Guest : St Barnabas Vicar was unable to attend but Cllr Willoughby advised  
they were not asking for funding at the present time and would welcome the 
opportunity to attend at a later date.  

 
6. Approve & sign the minutes of the last meeting  

The minutes from the meeting held on Mon 18th November 2024 were 
proposed as accurate from Cllr Armstrong, seconded by Cllr Wilkinson and 
agreed by all present.  

 
 
7. Any business remaining from previous meetings 

All matters for discussion are listed under the agenda headings.  
 

8. County Councillors Report:  
Although DCC were not able to attend they had sent an update with key points 
as follows:- 
 

• Pedestrian tunnel at New Lambton had now been painted 
• A brick was thrown from a bus 
• Speed Visor sign for community is expected within 2 months, BPC are 

pleased to see progress is being made in this area 
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• A PACT meeting was held locally before Xmas, although Parish 
councillors noted they were unaware of the meeting and would 
appreciate notice of meetings  

 
9. ‘Secure & Safe’ 

a. Police Report – Cllr Willoughby advised he had managed to speak to 
PCSO Dean Regan and would get informed of any future PACT meetings. 
Since the last meeting there had been an assault/burglary in the Primrose 
Hill area and an incident in Marigold, which was partly the reason for the 
PACT meeting. Also there had been progress recently made in relation to 
intelligence received for off road bikes, residents are encouraged to 
continue to report in any sightings.   

 

 

10. ‘Involved & Connected’ 
a. Village signage – Gillian Oliver advised that the signage had been paid for, 

ordered processed and it was just a case of waiting for the signs to be 
received and installed although DCC could not provide a specific 
timescale.  
 

b. Flower Tubs/Planting – the councillors agreed for Gillian Oliver to make 
contact with Leamside Nursery to obtain a quote for the 3 planting areas 

 
c. St Barnabas Community Centre –Cllr Willoughby advised that Jackie Kerr 

would be taking over from Judith Lees in her role with the Church. Cllr 
Willoughby advised there was concern a lack of volunteers could be an 
issue for meetings or groups wanting to use the community centre, even 
though this could be a good money generator. Cllr Morrell asked whether 
the Church had looked at whether employing someone for a few hours 
each week could be worthwhile so people could see it open/being used. It 
was felt there was still a need for the church to have its own constitution 
and was suggested to Cllr Willoughby that Belinda, who helped get 
Fencehouses Community Centre used could be a good contact. The 
community centre now has its own facebook page. 

 
d. Xmas Tree Light switch on – the council noted how well the Xmas event 

had gone, with lots of people in attendance. The council noted on record 
thanks to all those involved. 

 
e. Skip for Community Centre Container – The council advised Cllr 

Willoughby that should container need clearing, there was an option for 
hippo bags rather than a skip. Cllr Willoughby will inform the Church 
council.  
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11. Financial Matters:  
a. The following payments were agreed for payment:-  

 
Clerk -  £316.26 
Council Expenses (Jan-March) - £233.91 
Burnmoor PCC - £200 (DAY 160 & 40 room hire for council meeting) 
 

b. Funding for Lambton Rowing Club – Cllr Morrell advised he was still 
awaiting further information, but was aware the rowing club had 
undertaken a bag pack at Asda\ 

 
12. Planning Applications: None to discuss 
 
13. Correspondence:  

Cllr Morrell to write to Maxine Stubbs around whether a crossing is a 
possibility between Lambton and Bournmoor.  
 

14. Items for future meetings / agenda items 
No items were suggested.  
 

15. Private Session in line with local Government (no public allowed) - Items to be 
discussed following the Exclusion of Public and Press under the Public Bodies 
(admission to meetings) Act1960 Sec 1 – part 2.  

 
Setting of Precept 25/26 – Following a proposal from Cllr Armstrong, 
seconded by Cllr Willoughby and agreed by all present, it was agreed a 
Precept of £16,000 would be requested, giving an annual charge for Band 
D properties of £22.64 
 
DAY update – the council discussed the plans for DAY and noted they are 
planning to increase the number of sessions held.  
 
Bridge – after a lengthy discussion on the Bridge – the following was 
proposed by Cllr Morrell as a way forward, which was seconded by Cllr 
Willoughby and agreed by those present:- 
 
a) Cllr Morrell to ask DCC to close the Bridge 
b) G Oliver to obtain quote for slat repair only 
c) G Oliver to write to Coalboard and ask if land where bridge is located is 

owned to them 
d) Cllr Morrell to ask DCC is they would go halfs on any repair costs 
e) G Oliver to arrange repairs to go ahead following quote if under £1k.  

 
16. Next Meeting  

The next meeting will take place on Monday 17th February 2025 @ 7pm in the 
Church Hall  
 


